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In the presence of greatness:
A study in Isaiah

Our church exists to help people know God's Son, fellowship with God's people,
worship in God’s church, grow in God's grace and serve in God's world.



The Lord’s Day | August 6, 2023

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome
Please silence your electronic device before the worship service begins.

Preparation for Worship

Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! Sing to the Lord, bless his
name; tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous
works among all the peoples! For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be
feared above all gods.

Psalm 96

Call to Worship
For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens. Splendor
and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. Ascribe to the Lord, O

families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!
Psalm 96

Invocation
+Nothing but the Blood

Pastoral Prayer followed by the Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come; your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

+Jesus Messiah
+God, Be Merciful to Me

Children’s Moment
There is no Children’s Church today.

*Scripture Reading

Isaiah 1:1

"The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the
days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.”



Deuteronomy 18:15-22

18| will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And | will put my words
in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that | command him. ' And whoever will not listen
to my words that he shall speak in my name, | myself will require it of him. 2° But the prophet
who presumes to speak a word in my name that | have not commanded him to speak, orwho
speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’ 2! And if you say in your heart,
'How may we know the word that the LORD has not spoken?'—22when a prophet speaks in the
name of the LORD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD
has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.

John 12:36-50

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37 Though he had
done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38 so that the word spoken by
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, and to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 3% Therefore they could not believe. For again
Isaiah said, 4°"He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with their eyes,
and understand with their heart, and turn, and | would heal them.”

41]saiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless, many
even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so
that they would not be put out of the synagogue; #*for they loved the glory that comes from
man more than the glory that comes from God.

44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who
sent me. 4® And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 4¢| have come into the world as light,
so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and
does not keep them, | do not judge him; for | did not come to judge the world but to save the
world. 4 The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that |
have spoken will judge him on the last day. 4% For | have not spoken on my own authority, but
the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment-what to say and what to speak.
50 And | know that his commandment is eternal life. What | say, therefore, | say as the Father has
told me.”

Sermon Rev. Doug Serven
Silent Confession

Corporate Confession

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo.
Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has
become for us a consuming fire of judgement. Set us free from a past that we cannot
change; open to us a future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow
more and more in Your likeness and image, through Jesus Christ, the Light of the world.
Amen.



Declaration of Pardon

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.

John 3:16-17

The Lord’s Supper

This is a sign and symbol for those who believe in Jesus Christ. It's not for good people. It's for you if you believe and
embrace that you are worse and more messed up than you ever dare to admit; and yet you are more loved and
accepted than you had ever dared to hope - because of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus for you. You will be
invited to come forward. The dark liquid is wine and the light liquid is grape juice. We have gluten free crackers on the
table if you need them instead of the bread. After you are finished, please place your empty cup in one of the trash
receptacles at the front. Feel free to stay and pray with the pastor or elders.

Children are welcome to come with their parents. Each child should talk with a pastor or elder about his or her belief in
Christ before taking the Lord’s Supper for the first time. Please make an appointment to do this at a future date.

Pastor: The Lord be with you!

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts!

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us lift up our hearts to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Pastor: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All: Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

+Living Hope
Announcements

*Benediction

God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don't bow our heads. We lift them up and even
lift up our hands, in a spiritually ready position so that the blessing God is giving us will fully hit our whole selves, and
we'll be sent out for mission.

May the LORD bless you and keep you; may the LORD make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious toward you; may the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you
peace. Amen.

Numbers 6

Dismissal
Pastor: Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

People: Thanks be to God!

*If able, please stand



Prayers During the Lord’s Supper:

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way the truth and the life. Grant
that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as | consider the reasons for doing so. If what you
claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads me to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus Christ, | admit that | am weaker and more sinful than | ever dared admit, but
through you | am more loved and accepted than | ever dared hope. | thank you for paying my debt on the
cross, taking what | deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been
raised from the dead, | turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Struggling Against Sin: Lord Jesus, grant that | may see in you the fulfillment of all my needs,
and may | turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay
aside the sin that clings so closely to me and run with perseverance the race you have set before me,
looking only to you, the pioneer and champion of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed
discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that | may take the necessary steps to be one
with your people and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

Announcements

Children’s Sunday School: Sunday School is working through The Biggest Story curriculum.
The Biggest Story Curriculum incorporates a host of integrated print and digital components to
teach children key Bible stories from Genesis to Revelation. We'll work through 104 Old and
New Testament Scripture lessons which are geared to kindergarten through fifth grade,
teaching material that will help children understand God's plan to redeem the world through
his Son, Jesus.

Adult Sunday School: We are discussing the passages on which the Children’s Sunday School
is based. All are welcome to these lively, informative sessions.

Women's Discipleship Group: Meets the 2" Monday of the month. The next meeting is
August 14,

South West Emergency Services current wish list: Cereal, canned vegetables, soup, Ramen
Noodles, pasta, peanut butter, and jelly.

Nursery/Children’s Church Rotation
TODAY: No Nursery/Children’s Church. 8.13 Jenn, Diane



Ministry Schedule
(Changes to the schedule will be in the Announcements)

SUNDAY
Sunday School: 8:50 - 9:45 AM
Adults in Trailer
Children 4-12 yrs. in main classroom in the church
Fellowship Time between Sunday School and Service
Worship Service: 10 AM
Nursery (infant -3yrs.) in Toddler Room during service (2"-5"" Sunday)
Children’s Church (infant-8 yrs., 274-5% Sunday)

MONDAY
Women'’s Discipleship Group: 7 PM
2" Monday of the Month
Meets in person and on Zoom
Contact Diane Darchicourt

WEDNESDAY
Conversational English Classes: 9:30 -11:30 AM
Meets weekly during the school year
Contact Janet Pryor
Zoom Praying Meeting: 7:30-8:30 PM
Meets weekly
Contact Jim Darchicourt

SATURDAY
Men'’s Discipleship Group: 7 AM
1%t Saturday of each month at the church
Contact John Daniello



Thank you for worshiping with us!

If you would like to have your name added to our communication list for
announcements and events, please scan the code.
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Thank you for your generous giving to help us support the mission and
vision of Grace Church. You can make a one-time gift or set up regular
giving. Visit grpca.org or scan the code.
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Church Leadership

Rev. Doug Serven, Pastor - servenator@gmail.com
Jim Darchicourt, Elder - clerk@grpca.org

Mark Woodland, Elder - woodlands642@outlook.com
John Daniello, Elder - jedaniello@gmail.com

Tyson Janney - Deacon - tcjanney@gmail.com

Bethany Haywood, Music Director - bethanyh27@aol.com
Joan Nelson, Administrative Assistant - churchoffice@grpca.org

Grace Reformed Presbyterian Church
1602 Linden Lane Relay MD 21227
(410)247-4088
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